
 

Welcome to Räke (pronounced ‘rocky’) Cabinet & Countertop Solutions. We welcome you to our world of 

many possibilities in updating/remodeling your space. Please see below for helpful tips on your journey to 

a more joyful, beautiful and useful space. 

 

7 Quick Tips on Granite vs Quartz Countertops  

 

I had a Granite kitchen countertop in my last home, and it was definitely my favorite. But then 

recently, I learned a few things about Quartz countertops (and Solid Surface and Laminate, as 

well). Here are 7 quick tips I gathered from my experience in using hot and sharp things on the 

kitchen counter. I hope these are helpful. 

 

1. ‘Granite Countertops’ are cut from real rock – natural, unusual colors, hard as…a rock, 

while ‘Quartz Countertops’ are engineered “rock” using bits and pieces of rock that’s 

held together with a type of resin, hence, lots of custom colors and designs. 

2. Quartz is the ‘environmentally’ more friendly, because they use leftovers from mining and 

smaller bits that are mixed into the design. Granite is literally cut out of our landscape 

from big rocks, arrives in large slabs and of course, costs more to truck that over.  

3. As for cost, Granite and Quartz are both on the top scale compared to Solid Surface or 

Laminate surfaces: Granite – roughly $40 - $80 per square foot, Quartz - roughly $50 - 

$120 per square foot, plus installation labor. Marble is highest in cost, but also the least 

durable. 

4. As long as Granite is coated with a sealer, it holds up very beautifully. I used to spray on 

the granite sealer (available at most hardware stores) every month or so. It keeps it 

looking shiny and gorgeous and prevents staining from dark liquids. Yes, you can actually 

cut right onto Granite, or put hot pans on it as long as you don’t bang them down 

suddenly, which isn’t good for any type of countertop, actually. Quartz stays shiny (or 

satiny for matte finishes) but does get some scratches, that can be buffed out. Granite 

won’t scratch at all, but may chip on the edges which is not easy to repair.  

5. Quartz comes in many more colors and designs, however, Granite has unusual colors and 

patterns where you’ll have that one-of-a-kind thing.  

6. Because Quartz is ‘engineered’, they can join patterns to hide seams, where Granite is 

going to show the seams, depending on the rock and cut. 

7. Lastly, both Granite & Quartz countertops will add to the value of your home, especially if 

you use a professional installer to help design it with your cabinets.  

 

It’s really a personal choice, looking at the colors and designs available, and considering 

durability and maintenance for the areas in your home/office/studio/workroom.  
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